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GRADSKO VIECE GRADA SINJA
n/p predsjednica
tvana Sabi¢, prof.

Na temelju &lanka 15. i 16. Zakona o lokalnoj | podruénoj (regionalnoj} samoupravi {»Narodne
novine« broj 33/01, 60/01, 129/05, 109/07, 125/08 , 36/09, 150/11 144/12), ¢&. 15. stavak 4. i &l.
53. Statuta Grada Sinja («SluZbeni glasnik Grad Sinja» br. 10/09 i 02/13), te ¢l. 70. stavak 2.
Poslovnika Gradskog vijeca grada Sinja (SluZbeni glasnik Grada Sinja broj 02/10 i 02/13} prosliedujem
Gradskom vije¢u Grada Sinja na razmatranje i usvajanje Prijedlog Odluke o uspostavljanju suradnje

izmedu Grada Piekary Slaskie (Republika Poljska) i Grada Sinja (Republika Hrvatska).

U skladu s Elankom 72. Poslovnika Gradskog vije¢a Grada Sinja («Sluzbeni glasnik Grada
Sinja» br. 02/10 ) na radnim tijelima objagnjenja i obrazloienja u ime predlagatelja davati ¢e Mirela
Mutelo, dipl.iur., voditeljica odsjeka u Uredu Grada dok ¢e osobno biti izvjestiteljica ove tocke

dnevnog reda na 25. sjednici Gradskog vijeca.




OBRAZLOZENIJE
uz prijedlog Odluke o uspostavljanju suradnje izmedu
Grada Piekary Slaskie {Republika Poljska} iGrada Sinja (Republika Hrvatska)

1. Pravni temelj

Pravni temelj za donoenje ovog akta sadrian je u odredbi Zanka 15. i 16, Zakona o lokalnoj i
podruénoj (regionalnej) samoupravi {»Narodne novine« broj 33/01, 60/01, 129/05, 109/07, 125/08 i
36/09), te &anka 15. i 35. Statuta Grada Sinja (Sluzbeni giasnik Grada Sinja broj 10/09 102/13),
kojima je propisana nadleZnost Gradskog vije¢a Grada Sinja za dono3enje ove Odluke.

2. Ocjena stanja, osnovna pitanja koja se ureduju ovom odlukom, te svrha koja se Zeli postiéi
uredenjem odnosa na predloZeni natin

Gradonagelnica Grada Piekary Slaskie {Republika Poljska) Slawa Uminska —Duraj uputila je
Gradu Sinju inicijativu za zakljucivanje Sporazuma o prijateljstvu i suradnji, izmedu Grada Piekary
Slaskie {Republika Poljska) i Grada Sinja (Republika Hrvatska).

Inicijativu obrazlaZe Zeljom da se stvore povoljni uvjeti za razvo] nadih druStava, pri demu
istite vainost internacionalnih kontakata driava Europske unije, meduostalim i u projektima
povladenja sredstava iz EU fondova. Isto tako posebno ukazuje kako je slavenska ostavitina
platforma razumijevanja izmedu naiih gradova, a posebno ukazuje kako su Sinj i Piekary Slaskie
hodo&asnicke destinacije te bi partnerstvo izmedu gradova pomoglo ofuvanju tradicije i razmjeni
iskustava dvaju europskih centara religijskog turizma.

Slijedom toga prilofeni tekst Sporazuma o partnerstvu i suradnji Grada Piekary Slaskie
(Republika Poljska) i Grada Sinja rezultat je telje da se u duhu otvorenog prijateljstva, suradnje i
povezanosti a polazedi od vaZnost internacionalnih kontakata driava Europske unije, moguénostima
zajednicke suradnje pri poviatenja sredstava iz EU fondova, kao i zajednitkim projektima uspostavi
suradnja | partnerstvo, te je u cifju promacije i boljeg koritenja komplementarnih resursa obaju
jedinica lokalne samouprave da se intenzivira suradnja na polju aktivnosti suradnje unutar EU-a,

turizma, kulture, sporta, obrazovanja, gospodarstva, poljoprivrede i slinih podrudja.

Obzirom na znada] razvijanja daljnje suradnje izmedu Grada Piekary Slaskie {Republika
Poljska) i Grada Sinja, u nadi da ¢e ulvwricivanje medusobnih kontakata i razmjena medu upravama
pridonijeti povezivanju dvaju i njihovih gradana, predlate se Gradskome vije¢u da donese Odluku o
uspostavljanju suradnje izmedu Grada Piekary Slaskie {Republika Poljska) i Grada Sinja {Republika
Hrvatska).



3. Procjena sredstava potrebnih za provodenje Odluke, te nain njihova osiguranja
Za realizaciju ove odluke nije potrebno osigurati sredstva u Proraunu Grada Sinja.
4. Tekst prijedloga Odluke s obrazloZenjem
U prilogu se dostavlja tekst Odluke o prihvacanju Sporazuma o partperstvu i suradnji Grada

Piekary Slaskie (Republika Poljska) i Grada Sinja {Republika Hrvatska).

5. Tekst vaiede Odluke

6., Prilozi

- inicijativa gradonacelnice Grada Piekary Slaskie {Republika Poljska) Slawa Uminska —Duraj 28

zakljugivanje Sporazuma o prijateljstvu i suradnj, te podaci o gradu



- prijedlog

Na temelju &lanka 15. i 16. Zakona o lokalnoj i podruZnoj {regionalnoj) samoupravi (»Narodne
novine« broj 33/01, 60/01, 129/05, 109/07, 125/08, 36/09, 150/11 i 144/12), te &anka 15. i 35.
Statuta Grada Sinja {Sluzbeni glasnik Grada Sinja broj 10/09 i 02/13) Gradsko vijeée Grada Sinja, na
25. sjednici odriancj 27. lipnja 2016. godine donosi

ODLUKU
o uspostavljanju suradnje izmedu Grada Piekary Slaskie (Republika Poljska) i
Grada Sinja {Republika Hrvatska)

Clanak 1.
Utvrduje se da su izmedu Grada Piekary Slaskie (Republika Poljska) i Grada Sinja {Republika
Hrvatska) zapoleti i ostvareni kontakti predstavnika gradova te je izraiena zajednicka Zelja za
uspostavom prijateljskih odnosa i stalne suradnje.

Clanak 2.

Gradovima Piekary Slaskie {Republika Poljska) i Sinju (Republika Hrvatska) u obostranom je
interesu uspostavljanje prijateljstva i suradnje medu driavama Europske unije, posebice u
zajednickim projektima i povlatenju sredstava iz EU fondova, kao i programima namijenjenim
ulenicima i mladei, kulturi, sportu i obrazovanju, poticanju susreta gradana i udruga, lokalnoj
samoupravi, urbanistickom razveju i brige za grad, zdravstvuy, gospodarstvu, turizmu i poljoprivredi te
podupiranju drugih vidova gospodarske suradnje.

Clanak 3.
Utvrduje se tekst prijedloga Sporazuma @ suradnji izmedu Grada Piekary Slaskie {Republika
Poljska) i Grada Sinja {Republika Hrvatska), koji <ini sastavni dio ove Odluke.

Clanak 4.
Ova Odluka, sa tekstom Sporazuma, uputuje se Ministarstvu uprave Republike Hrvatske radi
obavljanja nadzora zakonitosti.

{lanak 5.
Temeljem ove Odluke o uspostavijanju suradnje Grada Piekary Slaskie {Republika Poljska) i
Grada Sinja (Republika Hrvatska), ovlaicuje se 0.D.gradonaZelnika Grada Sinja za potpisivanje
Sporazuma iz prethodnog lanka.

lanak 5.

Ova Odluka stupa na snagu danom dono3enja i objaviti e se u ,Slu¥benom glasniku Grada
Sinja“.

Gradske vijete Grada Sinja
KLASA:

URBRQJ: 2175/01-01-16-__

Sinj, 27. lipnja 2016. godine

Predsjednica Gradskog vijeca
Ivana Sabi¢, prof.



SPORAZUM O PARTNERSTVU | SURADNII 1ZMEDU
GRADA PIEKARY SLASKIE (REPUBLIKA POLISKA) | GRADA SINJA (REPUBLIKA HRVATSKA)

Gradsko vijece Grada Piekary Slaskie {Republika Poljska) i Gradsko vijede Grada Sinja
{Republika Hrvatska) odiudili su uspostaviti partnerstvo izmedu navedenih gradova s ciliem poticanja
i jatanja razumijevanja i prijateljstva izmedu dvaju gradova, razmjene i jadanja suradnje, te tako
doprinositi razveju i zajednitkom napretku. Suradnja ¢e se odvijati na nivou $kola, udruga,
organizacija, institucija, manifestacija, gradskib vijeéa, gradonadelnika i Gradske uprave, na podrudju
kulture, obrazovania, gospodarstva, lokalne uprave, sporta, turizma kao i na drugim podruéjima
drutvenog fivota, TeZiste zajednicke su radnje utvrduju se kako shijedL:

Clanak 1.
1.) Suradnja medu driavama Europske unije, posebice u projektima povlacenja sredstava iz EU
fondova

Obje jedinice lokalne samouprave ¢e ulagati napore u razvoju konkretnih diplomatskih odnosa, a
posebno sa predstavnicima driava koji su svakodnevno prisutni u Europskom parlamentu i koji se
nalaze na izvoristu informacija te su spremni pomaoci u kreiranju lokalne politike na Europskom nivou.
Isto tako suradnja ée se odvijati na kontinuiranoj suradnji, zajednickim projektima i razmjeni
iskustava u projektima poviagenja sredstava iz EU fondova.

2.} Uéenici i mladez

Oba su grada suglasna da je razmjena medu uenicima i mladima od posebne vaZnosti, te ée oba
grada posebnu brigu posvetiti susretima ulenika i mladih obaju gradova te ¢ée obostrano
razmjenjivati iskustva u cilju poboljsanje Zivota djece i adolescenata.

3.) Kultura, sport i obrazovanje

Kulturni susreti izmedu dvaju jedinica lokalne samouprave trebaju doprinijeti boljem razumijevanju
mentaliteta i kukture druge strane. Suradnja je moguca na svim razinama. Sve kulturne i obrazovne
udruge pozivaju se da sudjeluju u razmjeni.

4,) Susreti gradana i udruga

Obje jedinice |okalne samouprave su svjesne vagnosti razmjene posjeta izmedu grupa gradana kako
bi se na taj natin uévrstila tolerancija i razumijevanje medu gradanima, te ¢e u tom smislu poticati

susrete izmedu grupa gradana i udruga.

5.) Lokalna samouprava

Obje jedinice lokalne samouprave tete aktivnoj razmjeni na podrufju tema vezanih uz ickalnu
samoupravu. Navedeni oblik razmjene odvijat ¢ée se prvenstveno na razini gradskih vijeda,
gradonaZelnika, te gradskib uprava.

6.) Urbanisticki razvoj i briga za prostorno uredenje

Obje jedinice lokalne samouprave ce razmjenjivati iskustva na urbanistickom, arhitektonskom i
prostornom nivou te ¢e suradivatina floristickim 1 hortikulturnim uredenjima.



7.) Gospodarstvo, turizami poljoprivreda

Obje jedinice lokalne samouprave ¢e ulagati napore u poticanju suradnje poduzetnika na
podrugju gospodarstva, turizma i poljoprivrede s ciliem jatanja industrije, trgovine i turizma, a sve na
osnovi sporazuma o partnerstvu gradova. Jedinice lokaine samouprave ¢e nastojati u projektu o
partnerstvu ukljuditi mjesne tvrtke, udruge i udrufenja gradana, kao i olakSati uspostavijanje
kontakata na podrugju trgovine, obrta i industrije.

8.) Zdravstvo

Obje jedinice lokalne samouprave e razmjenjivati iskustva u zdravstvu i zdravstveno]j zastititi
gradana, a sve u cilju zadovoljenja potreba svojih stanovnika.

Clanak 2.
Na osnovu ovog sporazuma o suradnji e se sastaviti konkretne smjernice za kontakte medu
gradovima, razmjena skupina gradana i drugi oblici suradnje.

lanak 3.
Suradnja i susreti gradana ¢e se odvijati po principu uzajamnosti. U slucaju da ne bude
drugatije dogovoreno, upravna jedinica u funkeiji domacina snosit ¢e trotkove u mjestu domacing, a

-

troZkove prijevoza i puta snosit ¢e gostujudi grad, odnosno opéina ili institucija.

Clanak 4.
Obje jedinice lokalne samouprave — potpisnici, ovim sporazumom izraZavaju svoju namjeru da i
nadalje dire bilateralne odnose, kako bi dogovorena suradnja u okviru postojecih moguénosti bila
uspostavljena susretanjem velikog broja ljudi.

Clanak 5.
Obije jedinice lokalne samouprave — potpisnici ovog Sporazuma se obvezuju poduzeti sve 3to je
u njihovej moéi kako bi utvrdeno iz ovog sporazuma provele u djelo.

Clanak 6.
Ovaj Sporazum o partnerstvu sklapa se na neodredeno vrijeme i sastavijen je na hrvatskom i
poliskom jeziku te stupa na snagu danom potpisivanja.

U ime grada Sinja U ime grada Piekary Slaskie
Obna&ateljica duinosti gradonatelnika Gradonatelnica

Zamijenica gradonacelnika

Kristina Krizanac Slawa Uminska —Duraj
Klasa:

Ur.broj: 2175/01-03-16-6
Sinj, . 2016. godine



Poitovana gospodo Kristina Krizanac

U Zelji da stvorimo povoline uvjete za razvoj nasih drustava, Zelimo istaknuti vaznost
internacionalnih kontakata izmedu drZava Europske unije. To je razlog zbog kojeg ovdje
izrazavamo naéu Zelju za uspostavom partnerstva izmedu poljskog grada Piekary
Slaskie i Sinja. Slavenska ostavtina je platforma razumjevanja izmedu nasih gradova. |
Piekary Slaskie | Sinj su hodocasnicke destinacije, te bi partnerstvo izmedu gradova
pomoglo otuvanju tradicije i razmjen iskustava izmedu dvaju europskih centara
religijskog turizma.

Nas cilj je stvoriti uvjete za pocetak obostrano korisne suradnje izmedu nadih naroda
koja ukljuéuje kulturu, obrazovanje, turizam i gospodarstvo.

Mi éemo uéinuti sve potrebno u promicanju i olak8avanju napretka spomenutih
aktivnosti. Iskreno se nadamo nasem sklapanju sporazuma o parinerstvu,

Vige informacija o naSem gradu procitajte u prilogu.

Srdacan pozdrav



PREZYDENT MIASTA
PIEKARY SLASKIE

41-940 Piekary $laskie, ul. Bytomska 84

Dear Mrs
strut. spec. oec. Kristina KniZanac
Zamjenica gradonacelnikg Sinf

Aspining to create favourable conditions for the development of our societies,
we acknowledge the import_ance of international contacts (and between the European Union
member countries in particular) That is why we fereby express our will to establish a partnership
between the Polish city of Piekary Skyskie and Sinf. The Slavic heritage, that oughit to be
cultivated, is the platform of understanding between the cities. Both Piekary Slaskie and Sinj are
pilgrimage destinations and the partnership wouldl foster the preservation of traditions and
the exchange of experiences between the two Turopean centres of refigious tourism.

Our aim is to create conditions to start a mutually Geneficial cooperation between our
nations that would cover culture, education, tourism and economy. We will make every effort to
promote activities facilitating progress in the above mentioned fields.

We count on your favourable nclination towards the conclusion of partnership agreement.

Please find some information about the city of PieRary Slaskie enclosed.




- Pickary $lgskie and its neighbouring cities of Bytom, Chorz6w, Radzionkéw and
_ 'Siemiahowi_ce- Slgskie lie in a huge sprawling conurbation at the heart of ﬂie Silesian
province, Southern Poland. For centuries the lives of their inhabitants have been determined
by wider: poimca} social and economic processes tak:mg plaoe in Upper Sﬂesza From the
Mlddle Ages the reglon had been under the Czech, Polish, Hunganan and- Austrian rules
before it was captured by Prussia in the early 1740s. The land was d1v1ded between Germany
and Poland in 1922 and after the Second World War it has belonged to the latter state entirely.

By As the: region’ ahounds in namral resources, the expimtatlon of iead sﬁver and zine procceded

fmm lfhe dedie Agcs Stl]I the characteristic i image of the reg:oa stazted to be shaped in the .
Iaxe 18th century ‘when the first modern coal mines and zronworks appeared For 200 years
onwards Upper Silesia was one of thc largest European centres of heavy mdustry The

mgmﬁcant cha:nges occurred as late ‘as at the turn of the 20th century when plenty of .
| cnterpnses were put into hqmdanon due to rapid economic transformation that followed the

i .; UL

- collapse of the oommumst rule in Poiand

| Numéréiis postindustrial places tell
of the past glory of Upper Silesia. Some of
them can be found in P;cka.ry Slaskie and in
its .Jmmedlale - proximity. The legacy
comprises historicat momiinehts and areas
_where natural succession (with its. splendid
-dlvers:ty of plants and animals) has
occurred This guide offers a short |
introduction to the most interesting of them
mvmng thie tourists to explore both popular
and off- the—beaten—track localmns Some

pleces--of information contained in the book
refer to the h‘istdry, cultuie sporting life and
other tounst artractlons of the discussed

cities.




Popﬂlahon !
| C“y mm |
:547 _

Twm city;'

_ Kroméi_'iﬁ_ {(Czech Repu_blié) '

. Blessed Jozef Czemplel (1883—-1942) — a8 Roman Catholic prlcst, martyr of the Sccond
3 _-Woﬂd War (murdered by the Nazi Germans mDachau) e

. Jchannes Frenzel (1907—1945) -a Roman Catholic pna-;t, marlyr murdered by the Red
- Army soldiers i m Stolarzowmc o

. Jéz'egis:_u;sny_dsi 956) the mhbishc;p of Wroctaw, since 2013,

« Nanker (ca. 1270-1341) — the bishop of Cracow (1320-1326) and Wroclaw (1326-1341).



. Jerzy Polaczek (®1961 )-a polmctan of the nght-wmg Law and Order party, Member of
Parl:ameut :

‘For the first hme the vﬂ]age of Plekary (Pecare) was mentloned in a historical
document in 1277 Stlll the present territorial shape of the P:ekmy Siqskle cxty was established
not untll the g
villages . of -
Szarlej - ai:l‘d-'- ;
' Plekaxy | _.

amalgamated.
- Koziowa Géra
. was. ' __
 incorporated
in 1973, while
.Brzezmy

Slaskie,
Brzozowice,
qurov\fka | , : . F———
erlka and Kamre;ﬁ became dxstncts two years later _ .

For severai centtmcs different patural resources. had been exploited i in the area a before
_coal.mmes started to be foundcd from 1826 (with Hennetre as the oldest of them) Famous
Andaluz;a and Jukan coal mines were established in 1908 and 1954 respectweiy However'
only one of such. enterpnses (Plekary Coal Mining Company) exists in the city nowadays. It
-has been a result of the 1990s transformation that led to the implementation of free market
'rules in Poland makmg plemy of Upper Silesian mines uneconomic,

Since the 17th century Plekmy has also been an lmportant religious centre for the Roman
Cathohcs In 1659 the cult of the M1mcul0us Image of Our Lady of Pickary started and it has
been spreadmg s0- far Evcry year thousands of pﬁgnms come 1o the c1ty for worshlppmg'




purposes -' L Specmi
meetlngs for ‘men are 3'_
tradltwnaﬂy organized in .
~ May, and for women - m

August.

The fame.o'fthc placehaé ]

attracted plenty of the

- .Roman Cathohc Church 5
emblematlc persona]mes
including Achille Ratn (later Pope Pius X[), Karol Woltyia (latcr Samt Pope John Paul IT) and
Blessed Mother Theresa of Calcutta. Also Pope Benedict XVI on his visit to Poland in 2006
orice asked the pilot of his hellcoptcr to fly over the. Piekary slq,skle sanctuary dedicated to the

_ Blessed V-irgin S Ma_'ry and Saint Bartholomew.

* For all the reasons the 01ty is often described as the Spmtual Capital of Upper Silesia. In 2014

the Holy See ofﬁcla-ﬂy declared Mother of God to be the patron of Piekary Slaskie.




« Among the most famous inhabitants of Piekary blind poet Wawrzynicc Hajda (1844-1923)
is particularly worth mentioning. .His-wbrks, noted down by his wives, included m, fairy
tales as ﬁréll as some relig'ious songs' He was also a co-founder of several Polish national,

cultural and Roman Cathohc societies in the peried of the Prussian dommahon In 2012 a
monument was ereclsed n the Bytomska Street . (}ust opposm: the Clty Council) to
* commemorate his contrﬂ)unon to the growth of Piekary Slaskie. '

. Thc'visitors:'to Piekary .Sl.qskie have included kings of Poland: Jan I Sobieski, August II
: and August I, Prussian monarch Frederick Wilhelm IV, presidents of the Republic of
_Poland Stanlslaw -WOJCEGChOWSkI, Lech Walqsa, Lech -Kaczyfiski and Bronistaw
-Komorowskl as wcll as Marshall Joch Pitsudski (the leader of the Polish Republic reborn
after the First World War)

+ Prior 2015 oniy ﬁve people were- granted the ﬁ‘ecdom of the Clty of chkary Sigskie: Pope
John Pau I (2994), ‘Wiadysiaw Student — former custodian of the Blessed Virgin Mary and
St. Bartholomew’s sanctuary (20601), Damian Zimon — archblshop of Katowncc (2005), Jerzy
‘Buzek - pres;dent -of the European Parhament (2010) and Bogdan Koczy director of Janusz
Daab Surgery Hospital (2010)

* Several litefary WOrks are set in Pickary with novels by Pola Gojawiczyfiska {The
Ehzaberh s Land) and Krystyna Michna-Wrodarczyk (4 Forgotten. Story: or, Ann Catharine
of the Radzionkéw Forest) as well as Eugeniusz Mieczowski’s Piekary: A drama dating back
to the Jan HI Sobieski’s Rehef of V:enna among them.




The. Blessed Vtrgm Mary and St
Bartholnmew 8 Basnllca

" Address: 7Kslqdz Jan Ficek St.
41-940 Pickary Slgskie
Telephone: 48 32 287 22 70 -
Website: bazylikapickary. pl

| GPS: S09231"N, 185639 E

_ The Blessed Vlrgm Mary and St

:Bartholomew s church was consecrated in 1849 -
by _b:s_hop- Cof Wroc_%aw Melchior of -
Diepenbrock (cardinal from 1850). The title of
Baslhca Minor was - granted to the church by

Pope John XXHI ia 1962, The ‘Miraculous
| JImage of Our Lady of P:ekary is the mam-

object ms1dc Just i in front of the high altar & tombstone marks the bunal place of parish priest
Jan F:cek (1790-1 862) commonly respected for his charity undertakings. The fabulous wall
and oellmg paintings were accomplished under Otto Kowalewski’s dlrectlon in 1924 to mark
‘the approachmg coronation of the Miraculous Image (that took place a year later). Several
plaques were affixed on the pillars to commemorate the victims of the leflist totalitarian

systems: of Nazism and commumsm



_ Bunker of -the_Silesia Fortified Region :

Addrcss Przy]aim St (near the Westem berder of the quréwka chlka distrlct)

Websrtc _ ' o '

N WWW. prof'ort org pl _
GPS:  50°2048" N,

185911 E S

The bunker was 8
part of the Silesia
Foruﬁed Region built in
the 1930s along Pohsh-.
and Gennan border that
dl.wded Uppel_' SIICSIa..'
from 1922 to 1939. The

Caim was o “prevent”

_expected.  German” |
'irivésion. of Pdiand The
.bmxker was renovated by members of the Pro Fortahcmm Soc1ety and opened to the visitors
" in 2014, Other mlhtary m.%aliatlons of that kind can be found in several districts of Piekary
| Slqskle as. well as in other cities and villages of Uppcr Silesia and Zagh;blc Dgbrowskie.

e oo, Calvary Hill

- GPS:  50°255" N,
18°5928" E

‘The Calvary Hill
- was consecrated by cardmal
: Georg . Kopp,  the
archbishop of Wroclaw, in
1896, The place reflects the




spatial layout of the. Jerusalem Calvary On the hzll the rosary and the Via Dolorosa chapels
were bwit w;th the Herod’s Palace, the Cenacle and the Pontius Pliate s House as the most
eye-catchmg of them. The Chnst s Transfiguration church is the blggcst building in-the area.
In the eastm:l part of the hill the Gardcn of Gethsemane was created where rare Medzterranean
plants can be -admired. Tens of thousands of men and women gather in the place évery year
 (inMay and in August :e_s_pec&vely) to take part in the traditional pilgrimages.

Mound of Liberation
GPS: 50°2328"N, 18°55'50" E

. ‘The ‘Mound of Liberation
was built in the 1930s to |
commemorate the participants of the .
mu—German Stlesian Upnsmgs 'I'he' |
| ceremony of its consecration took
- place 1n_ -1937. Jézef Gawlma,-ther“ﬁ
field bishop of the Polish Army and
EugeniuszKwiatkowski, . deputy -
prime minister partlclpated in the
event. Insxde the mound several urns

containing grasps of soil _collected_
from the battlefields where the __
Polish people had fought for their -
freedom’ were p]&ced. In the period.
of the commmust rule the ‘monument
was’ gradually fallmg into decay. As late as in 1997 the Commitiee for the Mound’s

Restoration was set up. At the base of the Mound different patriotic and religious ceremonies,
ooncertsand festivities are held and an open-air gym has been created there recently.




The cult of Our Lady of .Pie‘.lfcai'y dates b'ack to the 1650s. The dc{fclopment of the
Manan dcvot;cn in the placc chosen by Her as'a spring of God’s gracc on the Silesian land
| has bccn bascd on the. 1mage deplctmg the Virgin Mary and Chﬂd The Icon acquired a
repum(m for iracles, _cspcclally the curing of the sick dunng the epidemics. The news
rcvcrbcrated througbﬂut the lands situated even far bcyond Silesia and an increased influx of
'p;lgnms led to thc growth of papu}anty of the Piekary: Teon. It also resulted in the 1680
Image’s pcregrmat:on 1o the Czech cities
of Prague and Hradcc Knilove
Many pcop!c startcd to Jook fcr
'thc mtcrccssmn of Our I_ady of Plekary
Thcy mclndcd ngs of. Po]and Jan HI
_.'Schleslﬂ wiw m 1683 begged for Her
: hcip hastcnmg wu:h his am:ncs to the
relief of Vientia {the city being besieged
by the Turks then) and later August I the
' Strong and August n. .
_ ‘In 1678 the Piekary patish was
tcken-over by the Jesuits who run the
Sanctuary for 100 years onwards.
_. Sngmﬁcam changes took place betwecn:'.
-1826 and 1862, howcver, when pnest Jan
AJOJzy Flcck mlmstered to the: Plekm-y
parish. He bmlt a new chm'ch (1849) and .;';
mspn-ed numerous rehg;ous and social E R
initiatives: In the dzscussed pcﬂod Plekary bccame the Splntual Capltal of Sllcsm, The
_ stabﬂ:ty of the Manan dcvotlon and Its scopc were conﬁrmed m 1925 by special enunciations
of Pope P;us XI and Cardmal Augu.st Hlond (issued on the occasion of the coronation of the
-P1ckary Miraculous Iocm) In 1962 Popc John XXIIH decidcd to grm:t the Piekary church the
title of Mmor Basﬁzca _ . _
The Plekary Slqskic Sanctuary S spmtual mgmﬁcancc for the religious and social life

of Pcland has. been. felt s0: far. Numcmus pilgrimages comulg there from the Homeland as
well as from abroad are- clcar evidences of that statement. '




_ Twwe the Icon of Ow* Lady of Pxekary was desecrated: the crowns were stolen during
| thc Second World War (1940) and again in the petiod of the communist domination (1984).
§ sl the Tove of the believers towards the Blessed: Virgin Mary was so deep, that both the
"theﬂs were followed by re-comnatlons (in 1965 and 1985} Paradox:cally, the anti-Christian
_ | lﬁmtaﬁons mlpiemcnted by the ccrmmumst reglmc led to the revival of the piety and religious
life of the falthﬁll Thc n*admons of a:nnual pllgnmages of men and male adolescents (on the
" ' G e ast Sunday of May) and of women
and gLrls (on ‘Sunday following the
Assumption Day) were born. In the
peak of the communist persecution
around 200 thousand people used
x5 participate in the events.
:_- Nowadays it is estimated that ca.
80 thousand men and ca. 60
thousand women take part in their
2 p— pilgrimages.
3 The peculiar gatherings around the
Mother of God won renown thanks
L to Cardinal Karol Wojtyla (later
Saint .'Pop.e John Péﬁl' II), Who
sermonized in Pickary Slqsklc on
the occasions of the pﬁgnmagw ‘of men from 1965 to 1978 He used to touch dlfflcult issues
of the respect for a human lifein all its stages and of the nghts of working people. '
'_"To cclebrate the Great Juhll@e of 2000 Years of Christianity the sﬂver covering was added to
 the M}Iaculous Icon. Also the Sanctuary complex refurbishment program was mplemented
| Thanks to these efforts, the buﬂdmgs tegained their original spiendor and beauty
Recently, the Sam:tuary offer for pilgrims has been. extended. Oid outbuildings were
adop%ed for thie needs of the Visitor Centre The bureau workers adv:se the pilgrims as far as

the rehgmus and tourist questions are concerned, while ditferent souvemrs devotional items
and promouonal materials bemg sold there as well. Numerous toilets were opened ({including
_some for the dzsabled) The pllgﬂms ¢an eat and regenerate in a café or in a garden full of
greenery and flowers. A playgmund for children and teenagers was created as well. Finally, in

- 2009 Muscum representmg the iegaCy of the Sanctuary’ s past was opened for the pubhc The
collecuon is exhibited in three departments that refer to:



. S]ero B:g groups still come

s the instory of the Shrine and of the M:raculous Tcori (in the room you can also admire votive
: offenngs madc to the Vn‘gln Mary); '
- Plekary ﬁlqskle strong connectlooo to John Paul I (different Pope’s memorablha are
' '-dlspiayed in the: secﬁon), _ ' '
- the hzstory of the Calvary Hill (where the tounsts can see sevcrai restored sculptures that had
prewously been placed in the Caivary HJ}I chapets). o
- On the first ﬂoor thcre 1s an audﬁormm where confea'enccs, mulnmedm displays,

'comerts shows and formation meetmgs are orgamzed

Prayers m front of the eraculous Icon of Our Lady. are the main purpose of
) pugmmges arfiving to Plekary Slaskie. The cult has lasted and developed there for 350 years.
- -However, thc haracter of pﬁgnmage and the type of a pﬁgnm have changed over time
| -_sxgmficantly In ﬁ}e past the
* majority of - pilgrims

_;pansh groups Nowadays the
'.-ma;onty of them arrive by: ;
,car,.by bus and by other
means of transport to the -

in a: groat number' but'_.
 rocently “ihey bave ‘boen

’I’he phenomenon makes the: Sanotuary develop moossanﬂy to -meet the needs of :
'plignms Statistics show around 250 tbousand of pilgrims paying visits to Our Lady of
Pickary cach year First of all these. mclude men and women takmg part in their traditional
yearly gathenngs (m May and in August respectively). Not only Slles;lan people participate,



bui also behevers from other regions of Poland (as Pomerama or ‘Lesser Poland) besides
 Polish emigrants o Texas, the Knights of Columbus and the Knights of Malta
| 'E_chresentanves of the mtematlonal world of science ‘have made then' presence felt there as
We]l (as Amencau George Wetgei and ltahan Rncoo Butﬂghone who mdefatlgably propagate
Christian. values in the seculanzed societies of media. and politics). Industrial traditions of
'Upper Sﬂ&sla attract groups of miners, stoelworkers, craftsmen, . entrepreneurs and
.- i representatwes of other profcssmns to Piekary. They seek Mary the Mother of God’s support
in their enterprises and entmst Her their dxfﬁcuiues and concerns as eg. fear of
unemployment or poor work conditions.
 The May pilgrimage of man is. especially popular. Takmg part in the religious event
. ‘has: become a radition handed down ﬁnm generation to genemtlon. Frequenﬂy grmdfathers,
fathers, sons and grandsons make the pilgrimage togeﬂicr to mamtam the tradition and to
- show theIr attashme:nt to. ‘the Holy anan Cathohc falth, Sermons delivered by emblematic

| _ personahtm of thc Church have been characteristic elements of the celebrations. The most

'-_.'_'-famous Plekary preachcr was Karol: Wo;tyla who had partlclpated in the gathenngs in the
o 196{}3 and 19703 (as the archblshnp of Cracow) before ascending the throne of Saint Peter in
1978 Du:rmg the second papai visit to His Homeland (1983) the Polish Pope met with the
_pazﬁmpants of the Plekmry pilgnmagcs (but the ewmt took place on the Katowice Muchowiec
: airfieid mstead of the Plekary Siaskle Calvary Hlll) Important elements of social teaching of
" the Roman Catholic Church (as e. g issues of human labor and of inalienable dignity of the
' .human bcmg in all its stages) had been included in Karol Wo_]tyla §. cnuncxat:ons They were
later fully reflected in papai encychcals The Successor of Saint Peter remembered about the
Plekary Slaskie pllgnmages of men unul his dylng day and every ycar sent words of greenngs :
© to the partlc1pants
" The pﬂgrunagcs are not onty opportumtws for the mamfestahons of faith and religious
behefs but also tools for Evangeilzatxon That is why every year ‘an hour for young peopie
. ,(prepared by members of different Catholic groups and commumties) is included in the
. program. 'Ihat IS also a t:ime for joyful singing and worshlppmg in pralse of the Lord. The
| _.e]emeﬂts 1mpar£ a new. features to the- plignmages and constitute an answer for the changing
menxality of (parl;lculariy young) peopie
The vowed pilgrimages constitute - another currcnt of the Pickary Slaskic

:peregrmations Thc tradlnon dates back to the 17th century; when Qur Lady of Piekary
becamc famous for her cxtraordmary mtcrventlons during the epldemcs The descendants of



_ 'mlraculously saved mhabrtants of- Tamowskle Gory, Bytom and Zabrze have made

' pslgnm,ages tn Pxekary since then

Tha:rﬂts to the modem means of commumcatmn (as the Intemet and the social media)

_ | the: lmewledge on the Ptckary é!gskle Sanctuary can spread worldwxde Racho Pickary play an
: mcsumable mie m propagating the place of cult broadeasting Sunday masses as well as other

: ccremonms and semces Thanks to the” poss1b1ht:tes the mumber’ of pilgrims increases
.'constantly They come not only on Sundays and hohdays ‘but also on weekdays — practically

ery day. 500 groups of wmtors are registered cach year.
' Plekary Sla,skle is ‘a destination. for members of. dlﬁerent Church organizations and

' _soczetles (both deeply set in folk tradmons and rapldly emerging nowadays). Among the

-pﬂgmns there are the repmentatwes of Leglon of Mary, the Living Rosary, Chlldren of

' Mary Oams (a Cathohc youﬂl movement) as well as- altar boys, children makmg their First

' .Communlons ‘recent secondary—school
graduates or scouts bringing the
 Bethlchem Light of Peace to Piekary
. every year. Archdiocesan Fostival of
| the © Youth gradually acquires
1 51gmﬁcance as well For the first time
it was orgamzed in Pxekary S]qskle

nnulmneously w1th the 2013 Rio de
Janeiro’ Days of the Youth Smce then -
. young people_ have been -arriving to
| Pickary to participate in the events and
' (0 share their joy of faith.

It is very difficult to list all the
categones of pilgrims that stay.

Plekary Slqskle however one. fact temains indisputable. The recent development of the
| Sanctuary- mﬁ*astructme encomaged new groups to visit the Heart of Silesia. .
The- proxumty of the ‘Pzekary Slqskla Al mterchange as well as of the Katbmce Pyrzowxce
-Alrport is an lmportant ‘factor, too. ‘Now it is much easier to get to Pickary Sigskie than it was
WO -Or three years ago. It takes less txme 10 got thcrc even from the distant provinces of |

Poland 80 pllgmns from other dwccses cone more wxllmg]y Some pligmns visit Piekary on
their ways to Rome, L(mrdes, Fatlma and Santlago de Compostela Unfortunately, they cannot




f'-stay ovem:ght as. if 18 1mpos31b1e 0 ﬁnd a gennme hostel for the accommodatlon of pilgrims.
: So the v151ts restrict themselves toa Hcly Mass celebration and a short refreshment.

Pleka:y Si@skie’s inclusion to the. Camino de Santiago Route (the Via Regia stage
from Cracow) has also made an 1mpact on thc gvowth of the number of pﬁgmuages The Way
' .of Saint Jacob is parucularly popular among pilgrims, so it seems obligatory to prowde them -
with accommodatlon in Piekary éiqsiue That is another reason making construction of a
_' hostel for pllgnms an urgmt task. - And- ﬁnaﬂy, it is worth emphasmng that numerous
; personalmcs of social, polmcal and. rehg;ous life (mcludmg several Presidents of Poiand,.
.scwntlsts " artists, Blessed Mothet Teresa of Calcutta, Brother Roger of Taizé as well as
Primates of Poland, Servants of God, Cardinals: August: Hiond and Stefan Wyszynski)
_follawed in the footsteps of countless visitors and came to Plekary to pray in front of the
Image of @ur Lady ' '



